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Preschool for All initiative is costly and overreaching 

May 14, 2006 

Anyone who thinks taxpayers can safely hand permanent streams of their money to unaccountable bureaucracies need only look back at the early campaign to promote Proposition 82, the Preschool for All initiative. 

Under the leadership of activist and movie director Rob Reiner, the California First Five Commission is accused of spending more than $20 million of the public's money to persuade the public ... to give up still more of its money. The tobacco taxes that fund First Five are set aside for children's programs; instead they were hijacked for politics. Reiner resigned and an audit is under way. 
The First Five crowd is, in general, on the side of the angels, but you can't always trust the do-gooders of the world to do right by the public's money. Especially when they tap into a permanent pipeline of it. 

Proposition 82 would create another such endless wellspring of tax money. It would raise income taxes by about $2.6 billion a year on the wealthiest Californians -- singles earning more than $400,000 a year, couples earning north of $800,000 -- and use the money to pay for a year of preschool for all California 4-year-olds whose parents wanted to give them early academic start. 

The program would be run through county offices of education. Preschool would last at least three hours a day for a full school year, and teachers would be required to have bachelor's degrees, plus an early-childhood education credential. 

The higher levels of preschool teacher training is a selling point for Proposition 82's boosters -- it would create "quality" preschools, they argue -- but it would also dramatically raise costs even as studies show little if any payoff for the children for the extra years their teachers would spend in training. 

Nor is the long-term return on preschool itself all that impressive. Research demonstrates that children -- especially poor children -- do better in the early grades if they attend a good preschool, but recent studies also show that by the third grade, all children are back on equal footing. 

And, even while spending $2.6 billion a year, preschool still wouldn't be truly universal. Proponents estimate 70 percent of 4-year-olds would attend the voluntary program, but about 62 percent of children already attend preschool. Middle-class parents pay for it themselves, and subsidized programs are available to poor families. Meanwhile, a substantial chunk of families are in no rush to pack their children off to the regimented school environment where they'll spend the next 13 years, and Proposition 82 won't change that. 

There might well be good reason to expand spending on preschool for poor children. Sliding-scale subsidies for working families who struggle to pay preschool tuition could be a good idea. 

But a massive, permanent tax increase that provides free preschool to those who don't need it, don't want it, and won't even get much out of it? It doesn't make sense. 

Vote "No" on Proposition 82. [image: image2.png]



