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Proposition 82 is one education initiative that deserves to lose. Not only because of the distinctly unkosher way in which the resigned First 5 Commission Chairman Rob Reiner -- a top-rank movie producer and director still best known for his youthful role as "Meathead" on "All in the Family" -- spent tax money promoting the merits of preschool while qualifying petitions for Proposition 82 were in circulation.

The assumption behind Proposition 82 is also flawed, if a new study from the University of California, Santa Barbara is to be believed. Confirming an earlier federal study, the UCSB report on 10,000 children showed that kids who attended preschool have an initial advantage upon venturing into K-12 classes. But the advantage disappears by the third grade, when youngsters who have stayed at home usually catch up with preschool products.

There's the issue of who benefits. Even under Proposition 82, preschool attendance would not be compulsory. The state's nonpartisan legislative analyst estimates about 64 percent of California 4-year-olds now attend preschool, with parents or others paying. The figure would climb only to about 75 percent under Proposition 82.

