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	Support libraries with Prop. 81

	

	
San Gabriel Valley Tribune

	

	CALIFORNIANS should once again invest in libraries, and thereby literacy, through Proposition 81, one of only two initiatives to make it onto the June 6 ballot. 

Prop. 81 is simply the latest installment of an ongoing program to build new libraries and renovate existing ones. The statewide effort to save libraries, often the first expense cut from municipal budgets when money gets tight, began in 1988 with a modest $75 million in general obligation bonds to deliver grants to local agencies. 

In 2000 voters OK'd a second round of bond financing, providing another $350 million in library grants. Twelve of 72proposals were funded. 

Prop. 81 seeks $600 million. Those projects that failed to gain funding last time will have priority up to $300 million. The remaining funds would be awarded to new applicants with $25 million set aside for "joint use" projects serving both schools and the public. 

Only Monterey Park was successful in obtaining a portion of money generated in 2000 although many of our region's communities applied including Azusa, Duarte, Monrovia and Whittier. 

Of course, some cities aren't interested in money for libraries whether it comes with strings from the state such as 2006's 35percent matching funds or if it means dedicating a portion of city revenue alone to enhancing library facilities. Covina is one of those rare communities where succeeding City Councils have chosen to keep library funding at a bare minimum. 

Thankfully, Covina is an anomaly in our region. Most communities such as West Covina support their libraries whether county or city. Others involve the community not only in library patronage but in reading and literacy in all its various forms. Pasadena is one such community, so it's not surprising to find that city on the list of official sponsors of Prop. 81, as is Azusa, Baldwin Park, Duarte, El Monte and Whittier (turned down three times for state funding). That city's leaders are dedicated to building a new library to serve residents. 

A recent survey found that while readers in most communities finish six books per year, Pasadenans on average read about double that number. No wonder the city is a strong backer of Prop. 81. 

With the advent of the Internet, many believed libraries would play an increasingly minor role in communities. However, the opposite has been true with students and others accessing their local and college libraries as never before. Yes, the newest library vehicle to navigate a world of knowledge is the computer. 

These repositories of adventure, drama, comedy, science, industry and all facets of the human condition have gone from brick-and-mortar to click-and-mortar with banks of computers affording global access to anyone with a library card. 

Increased use in old and new ways is the very reason the state launched its supplemental funding through bond financing. Prop. 81 is a good investment in our kids, schools and communities. The return is incalculable. Join us in opening another chapter of needed funding June 6. Vote "yes" on Prop. 81.

	  


