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YES ON 81: SONOMA COUNTY STANDS TO BENEFIT DIRECTLY FROM LIBRARY BOND MEASURE
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Sonoma County residents don’t need to be reminded of the value of libraries.  Two out of every three residents in the county already own and use a library card.
Nonetheless, Sonoma County is in desperate need of some new libraries – particularly one in southwest Santa Rosa.  That’s why the timing of one of two measures on the June 6 ballot couldn’t be better.  Proposition 81 could provide the funding to get the work done.

Proposition 81 calls for $600 million in general obligation bonds for the construction and renovation of public libraries throughout the state.  Half the money is already earmarked for projects that did not receive funding under Proposition 14, a similar bond measure approved in 2000.  But the rest is available for new projects, with restrictions.  For example, the measure specifies that the funds may cover no more than 65 percent of the cost of the library projects.  Local cities or schools need to pick up the rest.  

That’s why Sonoma County is well positioned to be first in line to receive this money.  Much of the prep work has already been done for a new library in Southwest Santa Rosa, an area with a population larger than Rohnert Park’s but with no library or community center of its own.
This project, estimated to cost between $15 million and $20 million, is a model of cooperation among local agencies.  The city of Santa Rosa is providing the site – at Southwest Community Park – and has already designated $600,000 toward preliminary design work.  The project calls for a combined community center and library.
The county has other needed library projects, including expansions or new construction in northwest Santa Rosa, Windsor, Sebastopol, and Sonoma.

This measure also is timely because studies show libraries are used now more than ever.  In Sonoma County, for example, circulation of library materials increased 17 percent from 2004 to 2005.  Student participation in the county’s summer reading program now involves some 6,000 children each year. 

Proposition 81 addresses a local need, encourages cooperation among agencies and provides safe and educational environments for children.  We strongly encourage voters to say yes to Position 81.  
