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Improving access to preschool is a worthy goal. Unfortunately, Proposition 82 goes about it the wrong way and at the wrong time. California voters should reject it in the June 6 primary. 

The measure would create a state-run preschool program that ties into the K-12 curriculum. It pays for the program by levying a 1.7 percent tax on California's wealthiest, those individuals earning more than $400,000 annually and couples garnering more than $800,000. 

There are plenty of reasons, though, why Prop. 82 is a bad idea: 

Helps too few children - The proposition would increase the number of children entering preschool by a mere 4 percentage points, according to a February study by the Reason Foundation. Our current, privately run system already reaches 66 percent of preschool children. 

Creates a bureaucracy - A mostly private system suddenly would become a primarily state-run program. Yet major changes have been needed recently to hold K-12 public schools accountable because of the Department of Education's disappointing work. 

Costs too much - The average price of educating so few additional children under a state bureaucracy will be an astronomical $109,000 per student. In contrast, California spent an average of $7,584 per pupil in K-12 during 2004. 

Results in a teacher shortage - Preschool teachers, who need only a semester's worth of college credits, will have to obtain a bachelor's degree and a teaching credential. In a state already facing a teacher shortage (Riverside County schools alone have to hire about 1,500 new teachers annually), where will these new teachers come from? 

Misappropriates dollars for those who need it least - Rather than focus on the state's poorest and disadvantaged children who would most benefit from preschool, the proposition allows dollars to be spent on children from middle-class and wealthy families. Yet children from middle-class and wealthy families already are largely enrolled in privately run preschool programs. 

Fails to be sustainable - Significant questions remain for funding the buildings and busing needed to support state-run preschool. In addition, teachers would have to be compensated at rates comparable to current teachers, creating a burden on already financially stressed districts. 

Adds an expensive social program to the budget - State lawmakers have run deficit budgets for the past several years. Legislative projections show this likely will continue. Instead of adding another program that likely will need more funding to be workable, state leaders and voters need to be fiscally conservative on spending. 

If increasing the number of students attending preschool is a desirable goal, there are a plethora of ways to do at it a much lower price - increasing tax credits for parents, adding incentives that encourage more preschools to open and offering grants to school districts to start their own programs. But installing a large state bureaucracy that helps so few children at such a significant cost is a bad idea. 

The Issue
Proposition 82, which would create a state-run preschool program, goes before voters in the June 6 primary.

WE SUGGEST: Vote “no” on Proposition 82.

WHAT DO YOU THINK? Should voters support Proposition 82? Send a letter via the Web: Letters to the Editor
