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Investing in the future

A yes vote on Proposition 81
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The Stockton-San Joaquin County Public Library system serves as a textbook case of why voters should approve Proposition 81 on June 6.

The $600 million state general obligation bond would build and improve libraries throughout the state, with two crucial local projects standing to benefit.
The bond is only good for library construction costs, with the state paying 65 percent and local government 35 percent for projects.

Passage of Proposition 81 could jump-start the planned northeast Stockton branch library next to McNair High School. The facility is a joint project between the library system and Lodi Unified School District.

A new Manteca library also could receive a significant boost if Prop. 81 passes.

Both facilities are listed in the "very good" category of unfunded projects from a much smaller ($300 million) library bond passed in 2000.

To be clear, the passage of Proposition 81 wouldn't guarantee funding for these facilities. But state and library officials believe chances are excellent.

"They both are in the very good category of unfunded projects from the last bond act, and are in a good position to be funded," said State Assemblywoman Lois Wolk, D-Davis. "The projects ranked outstanding or very good are eligible for the first $300 million of Prop. 81 bond funds."

The state grant amounts would provide $14.4 million for the Manteca facility and $9 million for the northeast Stockton library.

Both are badly needed. North Stockton residents are served primarily by the Margaret Troke branch on Benjamin Holt Drive. It's woefully inadequate to serve a burgeoning growth area where almost 190,000 people live.

Manteca's rapid growth is causing similar issues for library patrons in the south county.

Libraries are vital to the overall education - and continuing education - of county residents.

Library officials also are leaders in the ongoing campaign to reduce illiteracy.

More than 3 million native English-speaking Californians are functionally illiterate, according to state library officials.

The state's residents would benefit from more than 50 projects in the potential funding pipeline.

A yes vote on Proposition 81 is a vote for the future of California.
