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This just doesn't add up

Stockton Record, No on Prop. 82

Article published May 30, 2006



Proposition 82 is one of those frequent "surface" ballot proposals that tends to tug along sympathetic voters.

It all sounds so positive.

The initiative is called Preschool for All. There's a celebrity - Hollywood actor and director Rob Reiner - leading the campaign.
Then there's the Robin Hood-like quality of taxing the rich to supposedly give predominately to the poor. The end result is $2.4 billion a year to make voluntary preschool available to all 4-year-olds.

Dig beneath the surface. And vote no on Proposition 82.

There are myriad reasons to oppose this proposition, from the expense to the bureaucracy to the fact the state already supports many preschool programs for the poor.

Moreover, this is a new tax and adds another education challenge for the state at a time when, frankly, it's falling short from kindergarten through the 12th grade.

Studies show children do better in school if they have a quality preschool background.

Just how much Proposition 82 would increase that total is questionable.

Some independent analysts state it would be primarily the middle-class parents who would take advantage of the free, half-day sessions provided by the proposition.

Preschool enrollment could increase by only 4 percent to 8 percent under Proposition 82, they say.

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O'Connell has been a vocal supporter of the plan.

Teachers unions - although certainly not all teachers - support Reiner's initiative, which would require preschool teachers to get a bachelor's degree in early-childhood education and aides to earn an associate degree. Pay would be comparable to public-school teachers.

Private preschools, such as the largely successful Montessori programs, wouldn't be eligible for funding.

The degree of difficulty is simply too high to make this plan a long-term success. So, too, is the price tag. Proposition 82 would mandate complete funding even in tight budget years.

Reiner, O'Connell & Co. should combine their efforts to fight for more-adequate funding and support of K-12 education.

They need to work diligently to fix one problem area before creating another.
