[image: image1.png]LTSS




Baggage hurts Proposition 82

Santa Maria Times, No on Prop. 82
May 25, 2006

The only other statewide ballot measure before voters on June 6 is Proposition 82, which would impose a tax on the wealthiest Californians to provide preschool for all economic levels.

It sounds very Utopian, but in fact, Prop. 82 is a bad deal for California on many levels.

Prop. 82 places a disproportionate tax burden on one class of citizens to help other classes. There's already enough of that going on in the United States.

The measure would raise an estimated $2.4 billion a year in taxes - assuming enough of the wealthy citizens would stay in California - to pay the bill for more than a third of a million students who are already in preschool and presumably don't need the financial assistance.

If passed, Prop. 82 would likely pull teachers from K-12 public schools, because the measure requires preschool teachers to be paid the same as those teaching K-12 classes. Let's see, smaller classes with an aide in each classroom, no homework to grade, no standardized tests to deal with, the same salary - off we go to teach preschool.

And finally, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger's proposed state budget already contains funding for preschools that would bring in about the same number of new students, without loading a new tax on a specific group.

Prop. 82's original aim was to improve and provide preschool for a greater number of children, but it destroys too many bridges along the way.

The Times recommends a “no” vote on Proposition 82.

