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Libraries are a critical investment for state 

UNION-TRIBUNE 

May 15, 2006 

There are those who believe the Internet has made libraries and books obsolete. Why open a book or visit a library, they ask, when there is a glut of information available at the click of a mouse? This argument comes, we suspect, from many who have not crossed the threshold of a library in decades and find TV sitcoms more engrossing than any book. 

If libraries are no longer needed, why are San Diego's neighborhood libraries so incredibly popular with patrons of all ages? Why is it that a new or expanded branch library in San Diego revitalizes a neighborhood overnight, instilling pride and a sense of community? 

If books no longer matter, why are book sales thriving? Why are large bookstores proliferating in towns big and small? 

The truth is, libraries and books are the cornerstone of the information age. They are far more relevant and important in today's competitive global economy than they were in centuries past when information was not such a valuable commodity. 

Today's libraries spur learning not only through books but also through computers and the Internet. Making computers available to the general public is critically important, especially in less-affluent communities, where home computers are not as common. 

But today's libraries are more than repositories for books and computers. They are the town square of the 21st century – community centers where meetings are held by groups of every stripe. They are after-school centers for children who otherwise would arrive home to an empty house and mischievous hours without adult supervision. They are where parents take their toddlers to prepare them to start school and acquire literacy and lifelong learning. 

If you think libraries are outmoded, visit your local branch some Saturday morning and see the hubbub of activity going on there, especially among children and families. 

We offer this little homily by way of urging you to vote for Proposition 81, the $600 million library bond measure on the June 6 statewide ballot. 

Six years ago, when California voters approved a $350 million library bond package, the state was overwhelmed by grant requests that exceeded the money available by more than half a billion dollars. The San Diego region, to its credit, received a huge slice of the bond funds ($38.9 million) in a very competitive process. That sum included $20 million for the new central library in the ballpark district and $5.3 million for the Logan Heights branch. National City received an $11.1 million grant and Julian received a $2.5 million grant. 

If approved by voters, Proposition 81 proceeds would go first to projects that were submitted to the state and ranked highly under the last library bond. As with previous library bond measures, local governments would have to provide 35 percent of the cost of the projects, with the state grants providing 65 percent. So, Proposition 81 would leverage nearly $1 billion in library improvements throughout California. 

This measure is an investment in California's economic future. Vote Yes on Proposition 81. 

