[image: image1.png]sbsun.com





Universal preschool deserves passage 
Our View: Every 4-year-old should have the advantages that early learning offers

San Bernardino County Sun
5/30/2006
Universal preschool offers children a good head start on life and learning, which makes it a good thing for both kids and their communities. Kids who have a firm foundation in education are much less likely to get into trouble. 

Proposition 82, which would provide every 4-year-old in California the opportunity to attend half-day preschool for free, is exactly the type of program we've been saying is needed to help fix our crime-torn communities. 

Preschool has been shown to help kids learn to read sooner by putting children on a path to literacy, improving their readingr-readiness skills. In fact, kids who have attended preschool are more likely to read by the third grade, a critical milestone. 

The resulting increase in high school graduation and college-going rates leads to a corresponding reduction in juvenile crime and behavioral problems later in life. 

Kids who attend preschool have a much greater chance of staying in school and out of gangs. And they are much less likely to turn to drugs and crime. 

Under Proposition 82, a 1.7 percent tax on incomes over $400,000, or $800,000 for couples, would fund a $2.4 billion program to offer quality preschool to every 4-year-old in California on a voluntary basis. 

Every child deserves that chance. And so does every family. The benefits are far-reaching. According to a Rand Corp. study released last week by Fight Crime: Invest in Kids California, juvenile crime in San Bernardino County would decline by 16 percent, if all 4-year-olds were enrolled in preschool. In a similar vein, there would be 673 fewer high school dropouts. 

Both San Bernardino Police Chief Michael Billdt and Redlands Police Chief Jim Bueermann support the measure, as does county Superintendent of Schools Herb Fischer. 

"Providing young people with a strong foundation early in their lives . . . makes a great deal of sense to a whole lot of us that are charged with controlling crime," Bueermann said. 

Police rarely find a career criminal who was successful in school, Bueermann adds. 

Universal preschool clearly is in line with what we've been advocating for putting a dent in crime. Yet California teachers say only one in five children is enrolled in a quality preschool. Though about two-thirds of 4-year-olds attend some kind of preschool program, many are in day-care and baby-sitting arrangements rather than a solid, center-based program. 

Preschool is an important building block one that shouldn't be yanked out from under our kids. 

Vote yes on Proposition 82.

