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PUBLIC LIBRARIES are a reflection of our civic commitment to public access to knowledge. Their doors - and the boundless opportunities inside - should be wide open to all. 

That's why we support Proposition 81 on the June 6 ballot. 

Libraries are vital portals to opportunity. They help youngsters learn how to read - and to love books. They provide older students with access to a vast array of academic resources. They are an oasis for people who just love to read and learn. 

They also are vibrant community centers where people can connect to the Internet, where people gather to hear speakers and address issues, where people can sit down and read a variety of newspapers and other publications, where people with questions can search for answers. 

As Benjamin Franklin put it: "An investment in knowledge pays the best interest." 

Proposition 81 calls for issuing $600 million in bonds for improvements and repairs for local libraries. It follows passage of a 2000 bond measure totaling $350 million that was swamped with local requests for funding. 

Projects first in line for Proposition 81 money are those that were submitted and ranked highly in the competition for the 2000 bond. Those projects require 35 percent local funding, which, together with Proposition 81 money, would generate nearly $1 billion for California libraries. 

With many Marin libraries working on plans for repairs and expansion, this state bond measure could help make those dreams possible. 

The good news is that libraries are alive and well, despite the growth of the Internet. 

At the Marin County Free Library, circulation remains constant. Visits to its children's library sections continue to grow and the reference desks continue to see an increase in requests for help. 

Proposition 81 is a sound way to help keep our libraries in good repair and up to date. Its passage would be a strong public message that Californians value their libraries. 

The IJ recommends a 'yes' vote on Proposition 81 on Tuesday's ballot.

