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	PROVIDING AFFORDABLE preschool to every California child is a worthy goal. How taxpayers would pay for it is a matter of debate. 

Voters face that issue in the form of Proposition 82, actor and activist Rob Reiner's tax plan for creating free preschool across the state. 

It is how California would pay for it that we can't support. 

Proposition 82's solution is to tax the rich. It calls on all Californians to decide and vote on levying a tax that only a very few would have to pay. That may not be uncommon on our political landscape, but it is not fair, particularly when there is little nexus between those taxed and the goal. 

That about 36 percent of California children don't go to preschool is not the fault of the state's wealthy. 

A large majority of voters are being asked to endorse a 1.7 percent increase in income tax for individuals earning more than $400,000 per year. The revenue would generate an estimated $2.4 billion annually for a state takeover of preschool programs and building a new bureaucracy within county Offices of Education. 

Not only would the tax provide free preschool for the needy, it would subsidize preschool for those who can afford it today. 

The California Legislature and the governor should determine whether the wealthy are paying their fair share of taxes and adjust the income tax accordingly. There is nothing wrong with making the rich pay their fair share, but Proposition 82's approach is bad public policy. 

Affordable pre-school benefits everyone and everyone should share in paying for it. 

Proposition 82 follows on the heels of the voter-approved mental health services tax of 2004, which raised taxes on the wealthy to pay for much-needed services. It is easy for voters to approve a tax that they will probably never have to pay. It's no wonder that the initiative has such a strong political support. 

Proposition 82 may win. It will likely be a model for more to follow. It is an unfair political approach to taxation and there's no end in sight of the causes that will likely choose this approach as a cure for their funding shortfalls. 

The IJ recommends a no vote on Proposition 82. Its supporters should be sent back to the drawingboard and come up with a funding plan that is fair to all.


