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A good idea, but not this way
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Proposition 82, if approved, would establish voluntary preschool education for all 4-year-olds. Sounds good -- studies have indicated that an early start on education can improve a child's learning later in life. 

Specifically, 82 calls for the state to make a free, voluntary, half-day public preschool program available to all children age 4. 

How would this plan be funded? One would think equitably, with the pain spread equally through all portions of the population who have had, currently have or someday may have 4-year-olds to benefit. 

But that's not the case. 

The plan would be funded by a 1.7 percent tax on individual income over $400,000, or on couples' income over $800,000. The fiscal impact is expected to include increased annual revenues of $2.1 billion in 2007-08, growing with the economy in future years. All revenues would be spent on the new preschool program. 

Aside from questions of a new bureaucracy being formed and having to be funded -- also concerns -- it's the financing angle that seems most unfair. 

As with the recently approved special tax on millionaires to pay for extra mental health funding for counties, the goal is laudable but the way to pay for it is odd. 

It's not that these people can't afford it. They surely can. But why should they, apart from some sort of a stick-it-to-the-rich mentality? 

If there's a compelling case for all of us, as Californians, to invest in our shared future -- the education of our youngest fellow residents -- by all means let's have that debate. Then, if the case is made, we should figure out an equitable way to pay for it. 

But this measure, as written, appears flawed. 

We urge a no vote on Proposition 82. 

