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Yes on Prop. 81


Published 05/26/06
In the June election, voters will weigh in on Proposition 81 that would provide $600 million in grant money for expanding, updating and building new libraries. 

The California Reading And Literacy Improvement and Public Library Construction and Renovation Bond Act of 2006 would not raise taxes but would allow the state to sell bonds to generate revenue for capital library projects. 

It should be supported. 

Locally, Fresno County library branches are bursting with activity. The need for new or expanded libraries is great. 

According to the county's Library Master Plan adopted in 2003, Clovis alone shows a need for three library branches to support the projected population of 155,000 people by the year 2020. Currently there is just one library here on Fifth Street, built in 1976 to serve a population of 25,000. That's a far cry from the current 90,000 that now call Clovis home. 

The Clovis library is among the county's busiest — at times with the volume of items checked out far surpassing the amount at the Fresno County's main branch in downtown Fresno. 

Within the last decade, voter passage and extension of Measure B — the one-eighth percent sales-tax for operating costs, materials and some expansion — has greatly helped existing libraries with increasing programs, book selections and maintaining hours of service. 

Proposition 81 would help build new library structures and renovate older ones. It would require matching funds from grants, which would essentially bump the $600 million figure up to $900 million spent across the state on libraries. 

Libraries are a vital part of any community. They offer a safe haven for learning, exploring technology, building literacy and fostering creativity. 

School-aged children use libraries in droves, but so, too, do those outside of the classrooms. On any given day, toddlers might be seen enjoying story time or seniors holding a discussion group. 

These critical services must be expanded to meet our community, and the state's, growing need. Vote yes on Proposition 81. 

